iFileName User and Installation Manual

Thank you for using iFileName for Inventor. This software has been designed to
provide a simple, easy to use interface to offer automatic file naming during the day to
day use of Autodesk Inventor. We have tried to make it as unobtrusive as possible.

Addin Features.

¢ Configurable interface — iFileName can interface with either a MS Access
database or Autodesk Productstream, for allocation of filenames.

¢ Unlimited numbering sequences and be configured. We provide the same
flexibility of number scheme generation from our MS Access database that is
available within Autodesk Productstream.

Productstream users will benefit from item number reservation during part and
assembly creation.

e Seamless integration with Autodesk Inventor’s standard commands. Whenever
a call for the creation of a new file is made you are offered a choice of
numbering schemas to define the filename.

Cadspec Ltd.

Haycroft Works, Buckholt Drive,
Warndon Business Park,
Worcester WR4 9ND
Telephone: 01905 458000

Fax: 01905 754057
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Chapter 1

1.1. Installation.
The installation must be completed on each machine that used Autodesk Inventor.
Once installed, a new add-in will be available from within Autodesk Inventor, see the

Usage and Configuration section of this manual for instructions.

The desired configuration must be completed on each machine and is done once per
machine even if multiple users share the same machine.

The installer must have local Administrator privilege to install this product.

If you have any difficulty during the installation and configuration of this software the
please refer to the Troubleshooting section at the end of the manual.



1.2. Configuration.

The setup of iFileName is available only when you do not have any Inventor
documents open. It is accessed from the Tools pulldown menu of Inventor. Selecting
the ‘iFileName Setup’ option will display the dialog as shown below.

1. 3.
Current iFileMame by Cadspec v0.5b Interface
Status — Type.
Authorization Statuz: Demo.
Setun
Tupe -
Enable iFil=N ame (%) Database Link

2. Enable/
Disable the
Addin

Project: Single User

Databaze Path | C:ADocuments and Settingz D_Smith'hy Dncurr.-:.ﬁz—‘.‘-.k 4

Database
Path

Cadspec Ltd

Haycroft Wworks

Buckhalt Drive, warndon
Worcester, WH4 AMD -
Tel. 01905 45800 [ Register ] [ ok ] [ Cancel

Setup Dialog Database Link selected.

Shows the current authorization status of this addin.

. The whole of this add-in can be enabled/disabled by toggling this checkbox.

3. Choose the database type to use. The Productstream Link option will only be
available if your current project is a Vault project. The setup dialog will
change to reflect this change, see below for details.

4. The path to the MS Access database. This will default to the installation

directory. The database file ‘iFileName.mdb’ can be copied to a network

location and shared by all Autodesk Inventor users.

o=

Do not try to use the Productstream option if you do not have Productstream installed
even if you are a Vault user, it will not work.




iFileName by Cadspec v0.5b X

—— |lzer Hame

3.
Vault User Passward

Cadspec Ltd

Haycroft Wworks

Buckholt Drive, Warndon
YWioncester, WH4 GHD =
Tel. 01905 45800 [ Reqgister ] [ Ok, ] [ Cancel

N
1. Autharization Statuz: Demo.
Vault Setun T
Server - W=
E hable iFileM ame (*) ProductStream Link () Database Link
N Project: Wault
2.
Vault Name Server | | This infarmation will be uzed
] ~_ if & existing ADMS connection
~— ] “aul | | iz ot available,
— |

4.
User
Password

Setup Dialog Productstream Link selected.

The dialog shown above shows the Productstream Link setup dialog. As stated within
this dialog the information entered here is only used if you do not have
‘Automatically login next session’ enabled as shown below. The use must have
Productstream creator rights, they must be able to create ne items within the item

master.
1. Productstream server name.
2. Productstream database name.
3. Productstream user name.
4. Productstream user password.

Log In fz

[] Content Center library read only user

User Narme: |au:|ministrat|:|r |
Password: || |
SEFVEr! ||Dca|h|:|st 3 |
Database: |Dem|:|'l.-'ault VH ]

. Autamatically lag in next session
Automatic =

login

[ (0] 4 ] [ Cancel ] [ Help ] [:::: ]

Vault Login Dialog



If you do have a Vault project you can still use the MS Access database link.

Selection of the OK button will validate the setup details entered.



1.3. Use of Addin using inbuilt Database.

Using the database option requires you to define the numbering schemas that you
require. This is done using the ‘iFileName Database Editor’ application which was
installed as part of this software. Refer to chapter 2 of this manual for details of how
to setup your numbering schemas.

Once you have the numbering schemas defined and the addin enabled you are ready
to go.

The addin will interrupt all calls to create a new Inventor file. This is usually in 2
main areas

3.1 New file creation using the File>New menu options
3.2 In-place component creation from within an assembly.
3.1. File>New

After selection of the template file, as usual, an additional dialog box will be
displayed as below:

Mumber Sequence Selector by Cadspec. - Database link. E|

Mumber Sequence
| 4SKA 1000 a3 v|

ASKA Drelirniter Auto Seqg

I ]9 ] [ Cancel

Addin dialog.

From the dropdown list you can select any active numbering schema that you have
defined.

The definition of the numbering schema will be displayed. The options available will
depend upon the definition of the numbering schema. Refer to the ‘Numbering
Schema Field Types’ section of this manual for details.

Once you have selected the numbering schema to use selection of the ‘Ok’ button will
continue the ‘New’ command as usual with one exception, the file name of the new
document will be defined automatically based upon the numbering schema selected.
Checks will be made to ensure that the filename has not been used previously within
the database.

If the ‘Cancel’ button is selected the standard Inventor command will continue, ie you
will have files named ‘Part1’/’ Assemblyl’ etc.



b. In-place component creation.

With in-place component creation the following dialog is displayed prior to the
standard Inventor dialog box.

Number Sequence Selector by Cadspec. - Database link.

File type Mumber Sequence
(ipt Part v|  ASKA1000 aa v|

ASEA Delirmiter Ao Seqg

>

[ (]4 ] [ Cancel

In-place Component Creation.

The in-place dialog is almost the same as the File>New dialog. The only difference is
that you must also select the ‘File Type’ from the dropdown menu.

From the dropdown list you can select any active numbering schema that you have
defined.

The definition of the numbering schema will be displayed. The options available will
depend upon the definition of the numbering schema. Refer to the ‘Numbering
Schema Field Types’ section of this manual for details.

Once you have selected the numbering schema to use selection of the ‘Ok’ button will
continue the ‘New’ command as usual with one exception, the file name of the new
document will be defined automatically based upon the numbering schema and file
type selected. Checks will be made to ensure that the filename has not been used
previously within the database.

If the ‘Cancel’ button is selected the standard Inventor command will continue, ie you
will have files named ‘Part1’/’ Assemblyl’ etc.

And That’s it!



1.4. Use of Addin with Productstream.

Using the Productstream option does not require any additional definition of
numbering schemas. All of the required numbering schema will have already been
defined by your Productstream administrator.

Each time you use a numbering schema the resulting filename will be created as an
item within the ‘Item Master’ of Productstream. The title of the new item will be set
to ‘Inventor Reserved Item* to denote that is an Inventor created item number. No file
will be attached to the item, it is just a place holder for when the Vault file is
promoted to and item in the future.

When assigning items you will have a ‘Duplicate conflict’ for each file that has been
created using this addin.

Find Duplicates

Mew itemns being created may be a duplicate of items already existing within the
ikem masker, If wou do nok wank ko find duplicate items select 'Finish' to finish the
operation, Otherwise, select a row and then use the conkext menu to replace
duplicate iterns with an existing iten in the ke masker, Jse the options bo
display only items with duplicates or select the First duplicate item,

Duplicates

Duplicake Trems

Show All iterms ~
Ttem Mumber Title Duplicates
4 o
Auto-Select
first
duplicate Options

[] Hide items without duplicates

Auko-select first duplicate
Click 'Finish' to continue

Assign Item Find Duplicates.

Simply select the ‘Auto-select first duplicate as shown above. The duplicate is the
reserved item that was created when the file was created.

The title property of items must be mapped to the title property of the file to ensure
that the item title will update from the file.



; Item Property Manager, Ensure

Data source
is File

Select Mew' to create a new User Defined Property, Select an existing User Defined Property and then use the Property Editor to change
default property values and policies.

User Defined Properties: Property Editor:
Property Mame Data Type Property Mame Title:
Diescription Text Data Type Text

>

3 ek Data Source EFile ~ v
Assembly Class Lisk Case Sensitivity Mone
Catalog Murnber Text Minimurn Length

Cuskamer Text Maximum Length

Elec Comp Rating/... |Text

Elec Comp Type Text

Item Cost float{53) B

Trem Material Text

Manufacturer Text

Miscalleneous 1 Text

Miscalleneous 2 Text v
Mew. .. Delete

[ Ok H Cancel H Help

Item Property Manager
The addin will interrupt all calls to create a new Inventor file. This is usually in 2
main areas

4.1 New file creation using the File>New menu options
4.2 In-place component creation from within an assembly.

4.1. File>New

After selection of the template file, as usual, an additional dialog box will be
displayed as below:

Mumber Sequence Selector by Cadspec. - Productstream link. E|
Mumber Sequence Item type
| Sequential “ | | Part L |
[term Mumber

binerennany

[ ]9 H Cancel ]

Addin dialog.

From the dropdown list you can select any active numbering schema that you have
defined.

The definition of the numbering schema will be displayed. The options available will
depend upon the definition of the numbering schema.
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The item type for Productstream must also be selected.

Once you have selected the numbering schema to use selection of the ‘Ok’ button will
continue the ‘New’ command as usual with one exception, the file name of the new
document will be defined automatically based upon the numbering schema selected.
Checks will be made to ensure that the filename has not been used previously within
Productstream.

If the ‘Cancel’ button is selected the standard Inventor command will continue, ie you
will have files named ‘Partl’/’ Assembly1’ etc.

4.2. In-place component creation.

With in-place component creation the following dialog is displayed prior to the
standard Inventor dialog box.

NMumber Sequence Selector by Cadspec. - Productstream link. @
File type Mumber Seguence ltem type
| ipt Part w ‘ | Sequential w | | Fart w |
[tem Mumber

Y

[ k. H Cancel ]

In-place Component Creation.

The in-place dialog is almost the same as the File>New dialog. The only difference is
that you must also select the ‘File Type’ from the dropdown menu. From the
dropdown list you can select any active numbering schema that you have defined.

The definition of the numbering schema will be displayed. The options available will
depend upon the definition of the numbering schema. The item type for Productstream
must also be selected.

Once you have selected the numbering schema to use selection of the ‘Ok’ button will
continue the ‘New’ command as usual with one exception, the file name of the new
document will be defined automatically based upon the numbering schema and file
type selected. Checks will be made to ensure that the filename has not been used
previously within Productstream.

If the ‘Cancel’ button is selected the standard Inventor command will continue, ie you
will have files named ‘Partl’/’ Assembly1’ etc.

And That’s it!
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1.5. Troubleshooting installation and configuration.

There should be very little that can go wrong with this addin. Below are a number of
possible problems with the solutions to resolve the problem.

1. No ‘iFileName Setup’ available from the Tools pull-down.

Check that the addin is loaded, from the Tools>Add-in... menu look for iFileName
addin and ensure it is both the checkboxes ‘Loaded/Unloaded’ and ‘Load at Startup’

are checked

Add-In Manager 2008 3
Available Add-Ins Load Behavior
AEC Exchange Startup | Loaded
Autodesk DWF Markup Manager Startup | Loaded

IFilenamme

Translator:
Translator:
Translatar:
Translator:
Translator:
Translator:
Translator:
Translator:
Translator:
Translatar:
Translator:
Translator:
Translator:
Translator:

Description

naming

iFileMamne - Automatic file sequential

Autodesk i-drop Translator
Autodesk IDF Translator

AutoLimits Startup | Loaded
Content Center Startup | Loaded
Content Center Connectivity Startup | Loaded
Conkent Center Item Translator Skartup | Loaded
Design Accelerator Startup | Loaded
Drag & Drop Interoperability Startup | Loaded
Frame Generator Startup | Loaded
Frame Generator Customization Tool Startup | Loaded

Startup | Loaded

Inventor Sharehlow Startup | Loaded
Inventor Studio Skartup | Loaded
Inventor Yaulk Startup | Loaded
Routed Svstems: Cable & Harness Startup | Loaded
Routed Syskems: Tube & Pipe Startup | Loaded
Simulation: ANSYS Wworkbench Startup | Loaded
Simulation: Dynamic Simulation Startup | Loaded
Simulation: Stress Analysis Startup | Loaded

[

D

Dk

IGES

a7

Parasolid Binary
Parasolid Text
ProE

ProE Granite
SAT
Solidworks
STER

aTL

LIG-M

Load Behavior
Loaded/Unloaded

Load On Startup

I Ok ] [ Cancel

Add-In Manager

Make the required changes and restart Inventor.

2. iFileName not showing in the Add-in Manager.

From the installation directory run the batch file ‘Register.bat’.
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3. Database locked — Please Wait.

If you have a locked database then run the ‘iFilename Setup’ command and select the
‘Unlock’ button. Whenever a user uses our database it is locked for a short time to
allow exclusive access. From time to time this lock is not removed and the unlock
option is only available when the lock is found.

4. I need to share the database on our network.

During installation the database is placed within the installation directory. To allow
multi-user access to a common database simple copy the database to a shared location
on the network and direct each machine to access this database from the setup

command. The database file to copy is called ‘iFileName.mdb’. Manual editing of this
database is not supported.

If you encounter any other problems the contact Cadspec on +44 1905 458000
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Chapter 2

2.1. Database editor overview.

& iFileName Number Schema Editor by Cadspec

D atabaze Path | m

Mumber Schemas

Schema Mame Default | Active | InUsze
Sequential v v
ASKA 1000 as v v

[ Mew ][ Carnmit ][ Cloge

Database editor dialog
The database editor is a simple application to create and edit numbering schemas.

Once you have selected the database all defined schemas are displayed as shown
above.

As can be see from the image above each schema can be edited deleted and new
schemas created. There are a few rules that must be followed when editing schemas.

e You cannot edit or delete a schema that is in use.
® You cannot edit or delete a schema that is active.

® The default schema must be active.
To add a new schema, select the ‘New’ button. From the new schema dialog (below)
you can add a number of different field types. Each field type can define a new
element of the final numbering schema.

For details of the various field types refer to section 2.2 of this manual.

Remember to select the ‘Commit’ button to save the changes made to numbering
schemas.
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Schema
I ame | |

Fields

Type M ame Edit ...

Delete

Move Down
kove Lp
Mew ...

[] Farce to Uppercase

L (] 4 J [ Cancel

New schema field list dialog

MNewSch

Field Type
(*) Auto-generated sequence
) Delimited
) Fixed test
() Free text
() Pre-defined list

Auto-generated figld setting

Mame | |

Length | |

Step size | |

£ero pad auto-generated zequence

l OF. ] [ Cancel

Field list dialog
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2.2. Numbering schema field types.

Auto-generated sequence
¢ Enter a name for the auto-generated field.
Specify the length for the range. The length must be a positive number.
Enter the starting and ending value for the range.
Enter the StepSize. The StepSize value must be at least 1.
The auto-generated sequence is zero-padded by default. To remove zero-
padding, clear the check box.
® An example of zero-padded numbers: 000001, 000002, 000003

Delimiter
e Enter the delimiter value. It must be a character, such as a dash (-), used to
separate fields.

Fixed text
¢ Enter a name for the fixed text field.
¢ The value entered in the Fixed text field is a constant and cannot be edited.
The value cannot exceed 50 characters.

Free text
¢ Enter a name for the free text field.
¢ Enter the maximum length of the field.
e Select the Max length required check box to fix the length of the field to the
value specified in the Max length field.

Predefined list
¢ Enter a name for the free predefined list field.
¢ Enter a value in the Code field. You can optionally enter a description for each
of the values.
e To change the order of the entries, highlight a value, and then click Move up
or Move down.
e To delete an entry, highlight a value, and then click Delete.

16



Chapter 3

Stanford Marsh group, formed over 30 years ago, are the UK's leading provider of
design technology supplying a full range of both CAD products and Traditional
design equipment.

Offering a unique blend of knowledge for modern and traditional draughting methods
we are able to offer a one stop solution for all your design needs combined with
effective consultancy methods to ensure your design process is maximising your
potential and returns.

Cadspec was formed in 1989, as part of the Stanford Marsh Group, to provide the
latest computer-aided solutions to the mechanical and architectural design industries.

We are now recognised as one of the leading suppliers of CAD solutions in the UK.
Our aim is to maximise the productivity and return on investment for our business
partners. We recognise that to achieve this means building partnerships with our
customers, working together to maintain a partnership which will benefit us both.

Long term relationships have been the key to our success. Cadspec invests heavily in
our staff to ensure that we have the best trained, most knowledgeable, highly
motivated and happy team of sales and technical consultants in the industry.

Above all, you can believe in the quality of our service both pre and post sales.
Cadspec offers and delivering the highest standards at all times.

Haycroft Works, Buckholt Drive,
Warndon Business Park,
Worcester WR4 9ND
Telephone: 01905 458000

Fax: 01905 754057
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